ALBERTA
experiences severe winters; the central third
is no colder in winter than is Southern Min-
nesota, while the southern third has almost as
favorable winters as Northern Illinois, or
an average of 12° to 16°. In this southern
section are Banff, Calgary and Medicine
Hat. The average winter temperature at
Edmonton is about 10°. To be sure, a good
deal of below zero weather is experienced,
but it is not of long duration.
There is not a large amount of rainfall
in the southern part of the province, be-
cause of the mountain barrier at the west.
Irrigation supplies the lack of moisture in
many southern sections. Farther north there
is more rain. Snow is scarcer than in the
North Central United States, and in the
southern third of the province it seldom re-
mains all winter.
Drainage. The Mackenzie Eiver system,
primarily the Peace and Athabaska- rivers,
drain the northern half of the province. The
Saskatchewan flows eastward through the
south central part, and the Milk Eiver drains
the southern section.
Animal Life. In the north the fur hunter
pursues his occupation as did the hunters and
trappers of generations ago. Otter, beaver,
mink, ermine and marten, though not as
numerous as formerly in some localities, still
are fairly plentiful. To preserve the species
the laws of the Dominion make it illegal to
shoot or trap some of these animals during
certain years. The plains were once the
home of great herds of buffalo; although
nearly extinct a few years ago, there are now
large herds in government reservations at
Butalo Park and Wood Buffalo Park. In the
reservations also are moose, elk, antelope
and deer. In the mountain section red deer,
antelope, elk and mountain sheep abound.
Mineral Wealth. Alberta's most valuable
deposit is coal (see map, with article coal).
The output in 1925 was 5,867,213 tons, with
a value of $20,000,000, There is a large
southern area of high-grade coal, and much
larger fields containing coal of lower grade.
The province contains fifteen per cent of
the world's coal reserves. The known re-
serves cover more than 25,000 square miles.
Natural gas is abundant in many sections,
and where it is found oil also is nearly al-
ways to be obtained. Surveys have not yet
determined the extent of possible oil produc-
tion. The mining of gold has decreased in
importance.
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Agriculture. At one time it was supposed
that extensive areas in Southern Saskatche-
wan and Alberta were too arid for farming
and would never be useful except as cattle
ranches. Some of these lands have proved
to be well adapted to farming even with-
out irrigation, but extensive tracts have been
brought under cultivation as a result of irri-
gation works constructed by the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company and other com-
panies. The irrigated land has proved to be
as fertile as other sections of the prairie,
and prosperous farms have taken the place
of cattle ranches.
About 170,000,000 bushels of wheat are
produced in Alberta annually. More than
100,000,000 bushels of oats, 20,000,000
bushels of barley, 3,000,000 bushels of rye,
140,000 bushels of flax, 5,000,000 bushels of
potatoes and 5,163,000 tons of hay, alfalfa
and other fodder crops indicate the pro-
ductiveness of a land where there are only
three people to each square mile. The total
agricultural production is worth nearly a
quarter of a billion dollars a year.
Irrigation. There are at least 400 irri-
gation systems in Alberta. The largest and
most important already developed are the
C. P. R. western section with 223,000 acres;
C. P. R. eastern section with 410,000 acres;
C. P. R. Lethbridge section with 130,000
acres; Canada Land and Irrigation Company
with 202,000 acres; Lethbridge Northern Irri-
gation District 105,000 acres, and Taber Irri-
gation District 17,000 acres. Other systems
projected will cover about 200,000 acres.
Transportation. Before 1885 there was
no rail communication with the outside
world. In that year the Canadian Pacific
was completed, as part of a compact between
British Columbia and the Dominion, and it
crossed Alberta. Since then two other great
transcontinental lines, the Canadian North-
ern and the Grand Trunk Pacific (now part
of the Canadian National Railways system )3
cross the province. In all there were, at end
of 1930, 5,607 miles of railroad in Alberta,
Cities. Calgary is the largest city, with
83,761 inhabitants, but Edmonton is nearly
as large, having 79,197 people. Other towns
•of major importance are Lethbridge (13,-
489) and Medicine Hat (10,300). There
are a number of towns of considerable local
prominence with fewer than 5,000 people.
The most famous of these is Banff, with a
glorious setting of mountain scenery,

